Travellers in India

nesse and sumptuousness .... exceedeth all
belonging to the Mogull or any other Prince;
it being twelve miles in circumference." It is
not long, however, before we come to the eter-
nal inevitable contrast, which we meet every-
where in medieval India, between the wealth of
the kings and the misery of the people, " His
subjects being all his tenants at a rackt rent; for
this king as all others in India is the only free-
holder of the whole country, which being
devided into great governments as our shires,
then again into lesser ones as our Hundreds,
and those into villages,  the government is
farmed immediately from the Kings by some
eminent man, who to other inferiors farmeth
out the lesser ones, and they again to the
country people, at such excessive rates, that it is
most lamentable to consider what toyle and
miserie the wretched soules endure. For if they
fall short of any part of their rent, which their
estate cannot satisfie, their bodies must; ....
they are beaten to death, or absenting them-
selves, their wives, children, father, brother,
and all their kindred, are engaged in the debt,
and must satisfy or suffer/' Apart, however,
from this sombre picture of the sorrows of the
tillers of the soil Methold's account of Golconda
is not unpleasing. He notices the existence of
that religious tolerance which was such a feature
of Indian Mohammedanism as compared with
its fanaticism in other countries. No man's con-
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